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DIRECTORS ACROSS BORDERS 
REGIONAL CO-PRODUCTION FORUM
10-12 July, 2007, 
Yerevan, Armenia 
Directors Across Borders (DAB) is an annual event held within framework of Golden Apricot Yerevan International Film Festival (GAIFF). DAB concept emerged from an idea originally developed by a great Iranian filmmaker Mohsen Makhmalbaf. The founders of DAB share the common belief that film is one of those unique tools that can transform human relations without recognizing political, ideological, racial or religious borders. DAB targets common problems typical for the countries of the region. It aims to promote regional social-cultural dialogue and cooperation in this ethnically and politically complex and diverse part of the world by means of cinema. DAB embraces Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Northern Caucasus part of Russia) and the neighboring countries from the regions of Central Asia and Middle East, including Afghanistan, Iran, and Turkey. 
DAB’s goals are to:

· encourage regional film production

· set up the co-production network

· initiate and facilitate co-production projects

· hold trainings, workshops, screenings and other activities encouraging cross-border film industry cooperation.
DAB 2007 Regional Co-Production Forum (DAB RCPF) will be held on 10-12 July within the frameworks of the 4th Golden Apricot Yerevan International Film Festival. 
DAB RCPF sets up an instrument for film co-production to help regional producers and directors find potential co-producing/co-financing partners and establish contacts. It addresses producers/directors who seek support for project development to present it to the international production/co-production market. During DAB RCPF filmmakers and producers get acquainted with a wide network of professionals - directors, producers, representatives of festivals and film funds, sales agents, distributors and broadcasters – who can give “market triggered” advice and support to their projects. DAB RCPF provides financing for the project development. The Forum will consist of workshops, pitching sessions, One-to-One meetings and a Film Program. The official language of the Forum is English, simultaneous translation from/into English/Russian/Armenian will be provided. 
DAB RCPF PROGRAM INCLUDES:
1. Workshops (co-production and project package preparation)

2. Pitching Session
3. One-to-One meetings

4. Film Program
1. Workshops are conducted by invited specialists who will present Forum participants with principles of co-production and project package preparation. Discussions and Q&A will be held after the sessions. Participants will be able to make their proposals and get practical, topic-related advice.
2. Pitching Session is held for up to 10 selected projects that are in the project development stage. A pitch should be not more than 10 minutes long. It is preferable that the participant be able to pitch in English. 
3. One-to-One meetings will be held upon a request between the participants and interested co-production partners. The two sides will, tête-à-tête, discuss project details and work out the cooperation scheme upon the mutual interest. 
4. DAB Film Program is part of GAIFF official program and includes 10-20 best recent films of the region. Q&A will be held after each screening.
APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY

The Applicant should come from the region.
The Applicant should be a producer or a director-producer.

PROJECTS CRITERIA
The project should:
- be for a low budget feature-length fiction or feature documentary film. 
- be in the project development stage.
- contribute to mutual understanding and tolerance.
- preferably be focused on cross-border, multinational and multicultural issues.
APPLICATION PROCEDURES
The deadline for entries is May 20: 

The following documents are to be sent to DAB office:
1. filled-in Application form (see attached)
2. synopsis – 1 page
3. treatment - 8 - 10 pages

4. director’s vision – 1 page
5. director’s statement – 1 page
6. bio/filmography of the filmmaker and producer
Please send the documents to: GOLDEN APRICOT International Film Festival 
(GAIFF), 5 Byron Str., 375009, Yerevan, ARMENIA, e-mail: dab@gaiff.am
APPLICATION EVALUATION AND SELECTION
The applications will be evaluated and selected by experts and the DAB Board.

The selected applicants will be notified before June 15. 
The selected applicants will be invited to DAB RCPF.

The selected applicants should provide a project budget description.

The selected applicants should indicate their technical requirements for the pitching session.
Information on the selected projects will be published in the PROJECT BOOK, presented on DAB web-site (www.gaiff.am) and circulated to film industry professionals/producers.
GRANTING
- The pitched projects will be reviwed and rated by DAB RCPF participants - production partners, production managers, industry specialists and fund representatives. 
- Two projects will be granted 5.000 EUR each for project development.  One grant is provided by Hubert Bals Fund of the Rotterdam International Film Festival (The Netherlands).

Upon completion of the project development, and later upon its realization, DAB RCPF granted participants are obliged to mention DAB and place GAIFF’s logo - for the revealed support in development of their project.

DAB RCPF PARTNERS

- Hubert Bals Fund of the Rotterdam International Film Festival, The Netherlands

- PUSAN International Film Festival (PIFF), South Korea
- Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) office in Yerevan
- Open Society Institute (OSI), Budapest

- Armenian National Cinema Center, Armenia
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